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1817: THE YEAR OF A GREAT BEGINNING

The spirit which characterizes contemporary American Church life is the spirit
of ecumenism. The union of the Congregational Christian Church and the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church of 1957 symbolizes for us this spirit. It was ten years
ago that the United Church of Christ became a historical reality. We Protestants no
longer think in simple historical-confessional categories but rather in terms of ecu-
menical Protestantism, even in terms of a broader ecumenical Christendom.

The year 1967 is significant. It marks the 150th anniversary of the first ecumenical
ventures in Protestantism, resulting ultimately in the EKU. The first denominational
merger took place in Germany in 1817. A merger between the Reformed Church and
the Lutheran Church, both children of the 16th century Reformation, had be-
come a reality.

Attempts in the lifetime of the Reformers had failed. The Peace of Westphalia
in 1648, bringing The Thirty Years” War to a close, had recognized the separate con-
fessions as legitimate churches. However, when in 1817 the 3ooth anniversary of the
Reformation was to be fittingly observed, the leaders of the two churches felt that
“the way to celebrate this event would be to reunite the separate confessions” in the
German lands.

The theological discussions of Schleiermacher, Sock, Ammon, Harms and Titt-
mann added very little to the movement which had been started. Their theological
and doctrinal feuds, however, could not stop the desire of the evangelicals to unite.
The political leaders, lords and kings, fostered the spirit of confessional unity. Many
questions concerning the motives which led these leaders to advocate church union
could be raised. But this is not the place for it. On August 6, 1817 thirty-eight minis-
ters in the state of Nassau met to discuss union “since there was no real reason for
continued separation.”

In Prussia, already in the 17th century, both confessions, the Reformed and the
Lutheran, enjoyed the same rights. The House of Hohenzollern has been considered
“the carrier and promoter of the idea of church union.” On September 27, 1817 the
king suggested in a statement that neither confession needs to surrender any of its
cherished beliefs, but that they should unite, since both share the fundamental
essentials of the Protestant faith. He also emphasized that neither confession should
try to regulate the details of faith and practice of the other.

It was in all a glorious beginning, A world which was ripped apart by political and
cultural tensions found in the church an emblem of the unity which alone can give
meaning and stability to any age. What is meaningful for us is that “the joining of the
union was left to the free decision of each congregation.”



1817 is a great year for Protestantism. The two great Protestant bodies, the Re-
formed and the Lutheran, joined hands and have marched unitedly through these

many decades. The EKU, the “Evangelische Kirchliche Union”

(Evangelical

Church Union) of Germany stands before us as a symbcol of early ecumenism.

— Rudolf G. Schade

The Congregational Christian Histor-
ical Society held its Annual Meeting on
May 2, 1967 in the Barrington Congrega-
tional Church in Barrington, Rhode
Island.

The following officers were unani-
mously elected: President, Mervin M.
Deems; Vice Presidents: Fred Field
Goodsell, Arthur E. Wilson and Harold
C. Burdon; Treasurer, S. Carlisle Crosby;
Clerk, Harold F. Worthley, Executive
Secretary, Arthur S. Wheelock. Members
of the Executive Committee: Officers,
plus Matthew C. Mitchell, Albert J.
Penner and Virginia A. Knox. Co-opted
Members, Fred S. Buschmeyer, Russell
McGown and James F. English. New
additions to the fifty members of the
Board of Governors were Cornelius E.
Clark and Robert S. Paul. James H.
Lightbourne, former Treasurer and Vice
President, was made an Honorary Mem-
ber of the Board of Governors.

The address was given by Dr. William
T. Scott, Director of Church Relations
for Elon College in North Carolina, who
is also Historian of the Southern Conven-
tion. He gave a most interesting talk on
the history, belief and contribution of the
Christian Church that united with the
Congregational = Churches in forming
the Congregational Christian fellowship
which in 1957 became part of the United
Church of Christ.

A seminar for Church Historians was
led by Dr. James F. English. Greetings
were received from Dr. Rudolf G.
Schade, Chairman of the Historical Com-
mission of the United Church of Christ,
and Dr. Charles D. Spotts, President of
the Evangelical and Reformed Historical
Society.

New Quarters for Evangelical and
Reformed Historical Society

The Evangelical and Reformed His-
torical Society will move into their new
quarters in the Philip Schaff Library dur-
ing the summer months. The new library
building on the campus of the Lancaster
Theological Seminary will be completed
about July 1st.

The library of the Society and the Ar-
chives of the United Church of Christ
will occupy approximately two thousand
square feet on the second floor of the
building. In addition to a large reader-
book area, two offices have been provided
for the staff. The entrance to the quarters
will feature a lounge area in which are
located modern musenm cases to honse
the many memorabilia and rare books of
the Society. Adjacent to the Society
rooms is an assembly room in the Hafer
Audio Visual Center which will seat two
hundred people. On the same floor are
two seminar rooms that can be used for
committee meetings and scholarly re-
search.

The Society’s library and archives will
be open to students, scholars, and the
public from &:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Mon-
day thru Friday and on Saturdays from
0:00 A.M. to 4:00 p.M. The many valued
books, records and manuscripts do not
normally circulate but provisions have
been made for xeroxing and microfilming.

The space provided for the Society in
the new building is a memorial given by
Mis. Samuel FF. Newman of Waynesboro,
Pa. in memory of her grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Omwake, and will be
designated the Omwake Room. The
Omwake family were prominent in the
educational life of the Reformed Church.















