HISTORICAL COMMISSION OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST Published for

The Congregational
N ews I e I I e I : Christian Historical Society
and the Evangelical

and Reformed
VOLUME II NUMBER 1 MARCH 1967 Historical Society

THE MIDWAY SETTLEMENT

In the year 1792 a Colonial Meeting House,
burned by the British in 1778, was replaced bya new
church edifice. It is the historic Midway Church,
located in Liberty County midway between Savan-
nah and Darien in the State of Georgia. This
Church has become known as the “Shrine of Con-
gregationalism in the South” since the Midway
Colony was the first of two New England groups
planted in the South who came as representatives of
the Congregational denomination.

On this 175th Anniversary of the erection of the
present Midway Church it is appropriate to review
some of its striking history. The background of the

MIDWAY CHURCH, church may be traced to Puritan ancestors who, in
LIBERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA a Congregational Church meeting in Plymouth,
Ty 1620, decided to come to America
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They took thelong and hazardous voyage in the chartered ship “Mary and John” and,
one hundred and forty in number, arrived in Massachusetts, March 30, 1630. The
settlement they established was named Dorchester, now the southern part of the City
of Boston.

In the late 1690’s settlers moved from this Massachusetts town to a spot on the
Ashley River, eighteen miles from Charleston, organized a church and founded Dor-
chester, South Carolina. Toward the middle of the next century, some of the Con-
gregationalists from Dorchester, South Carolina, migrated to Georgia and received
the grant of a large tract of land south of Savannah. So began the Midway settlement.

Two years later, in 1752, 280 Congregationalists moved into the Midway district
making it the southern stronghold of Congregationalism. In 1754 they built the first
church on the present site.

This was the beginning of a very interesting story. Long before the American
Revolution broke the Midway people were fiercely patriotic. The Royalist governor
bitterly complained to the English Lord of Colonies that the Midway and other
Congregational Churches were the backbone of the Revolution in Georgia. But these
sturdy Congregationalists paid dearly for their patriotism. During the Revolutionary
War Midway’s Colonel John Mclntosh sent the defiant message from Fort Morris,
“Come and take it.” And Colonel Fuser of the British forces answered with over-
whelming numbers. Midway Church was burned to the ground and its minister,
Rev. Moses Allen, was captured and imprisoned, only later to drown in an effort to
escape from a British prison ship.

It was after the erection of the present church in 1792 that the Midway Church
reached the height of its strength and influence. Look at the record of famous people



from St. John’s Parish (later Liberty County) most of whom were members of the
famous old Midway Church. Four were Governors of Georgia; Button Gwinnett,
Richard Howley, Nathan Brownson and Lyman Hall. T'wo of these were also Signers
of the Declaration of Independence — Button Gwinnett and Lyman Hall. To this
Church and people also belongs the honor of giving names to six counties of the State.
Five were named after her illustrious men, viz.: SCREVEN, named after Gen. James
Screven, a citizen of Sunbury, who fell mortally wounded in an engagement near
Midway Church in 1778. HALL, named after Dr. Lyman Hall, Resident of Liberty
County, member of Midway Church. GWINNETT, named after Button Gwinnett,
whose business and associations were at Sunbury, an early, strategic and flourishing
town in St. John’s Parish (later Liberty County). BAKER, named after Col. John
Baker of Revolutionary memory and one of the carly pioneer settlers of Liberty
County when it was known as St. John’s Parish.
STEWART, named after Gen. Daniel Stewart,
a native of Liberty County, member of Midway
Church and another soldier of military fame. The
sixth county, LIBERTY, was named after the in-
spiring efforts of these brave and patriotic people
of the Midway settlement, who contributed so
much to the cause of Freedom in so emphatically
asserting their independence at the outbreak of the
Revolutionary War. Five U. S. Congressmen, some
of whom became U. S. Senators: John Elliott, Al-
fred Cuthbert, Alfred Iverson, Augustus O. Bacon,
Lewis LeConte, father of Professors Joseph and
John LeConte, founders of the University of Cali-
fornia — were from the Midway settlement. An-
other famous name connected with Midway is that
of Commodore John McIntosh of F't. Morris fame,
at Sunbury, whose immortal words, “Come and
take it” are frequently quoted in connection with THAT CREAT BRASS KEY TO
the stirring days of the Revolutionary War. Other MIDWAY CHURCH, CAST IN 1754
famous names connected with St. John’s Parish,

Midway, Sunbury and Liberty County are: Rev. Abiel Holmes, father of Oliver
Wendell Holmes, the poet; John E. Ward, the first minister to China; Dr. Frank
Goulding and son, the Rev. F. R. Goulding, author of the YOUNG MAROONERS,
and inventor of the sewing machine; Col. Charles C. Jones, Jr., distinguished Georgia
historian; Bishop James Osgood Andrew, one of the first two bishops of the Methodist
Episcopal Church; Mariah J. McIntosh, novelist; Robert Sallette, terror of the Tories
during the Revolutionary War; Dr. William McWhir, teacher and minister of na-
tional renown.

The pathway from Midway to the White House is illuminated by the first Mrs.
Woodrow Wilson, Ellen Axon, and Dr. I. S. K. Axon, her grandfather and pastor of
the Midway Church. Her father, Samuel E. Axon, was born at Midway and ordained
for the ministry there. President Theodore Roosevelt was a great-grandson of Gen.
Daniel Stewart of Midway.

A monument to Gen. Screven and Gen. Stewart was erected in 1914 by the U. S.
Government at a cost of $10,000. It stands in the Midway Cemetery.

The cemetery is of absorbing interest. The wall built between 1807-1814 contains















