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HAPPENINGS AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A number of projects are underway in the archives. The reprocessing of records and
manuscripts is continuing with the organization of several manuscript collections: Bernard
C. Wolff {1794-1870), Theodore Appel (1823-1907), Thomas Gilmore Apple (1829-1898),
Rudolph Duenger (1808-1902), David Schley Schaff, Theodore F. Herman (1872-1948),
Henry Haverstick Ranck (1868-1948), Diodorus Sicalus Dieffenbacher (1835-1893), Jacob
Follmer Dieffenbacher (1802-1842), Joseph Schwenk Dubbs (1796-1877), Nero Stout
Strassburger (1819-1888), Andrew Jackson Heller (1837-1924), John Martin Titzel (1832-
1905), John Summers Stahr (1841-1915), Paul E. Schmoyer (1907-1972), Henry Martin
John Klein (1873-1965), Henry Martyn Kieffer (1845-1930), Rufus Wilder Miller (1862-
1925). Inventories detailing the contents of these collections have been completed for
Bernard C. Wolff, Rudolph Duenger, and Rufus Wilder Miller.

Eunice Mozingo, employed by the Lancaster County Office on Aging, has been working on
the organization and housing of the photograph collection the information from which will
be recorded on a data base. With the data base, staff will be able to search by name,
group, building, etc. to locate specific photographs. Mrs. Mozingo has also transcribed the
family information from the Society’s Bibles which will also be entered into a data base for
easier searching.

Several older collections of records have been sorted, processed and added to appropriate
existing record groups, most notably material from the Woman's Missionary Society.

The Society’s collection of artifacts from Japan was recently expanded by the gift of
several items from Old First Reformed Church in Philadelphia. Items include two dolls
sitting on a dais with gold screens, a pair of embroidered shoes, and 12 small wood
carvings of daily chores (plowing, carrying produce, cooking, etc.). These items
considerably expand the collection of Japanese artifacts brought back to the U.S. by
Reformed Church missionaries in the first 30 to 40 years of the 20™ century.

LOCAL CHURCH RECORDS

One of the frustrations in working with the public is being unable to supply them with the
information they are looking for. This is particularly true when genealogists are looking for
the records of a particular church for births, marriages and deaths and the Society does not
have the records of that church. If the church is still active, we refer the patron directly to
the church. However, if the church is closed, the question then becomes, where are the
records? With the help of many people the Society has secured the records of several
closed churches. The records are now available for historical and genealogical research.

Records received include: Rockcreek Township, Indiana, Emmanuel Reformed Church
(photocopies) from Joyce E. Decker of Columbus, OH; West Philadelphia Reformed Church
of the Strangers (later St. John’s Reformed Church and later merged with Old First
Reformed) from Old First Reformed; Charleroi, PA, Bethlehem UCC (Slovak Congregational);









